THE KENNEL CLUB
Making a difference for dogs

KENNEL CLUB GUIDELINES
FOR MEASURING

AGILITY DOG HEIGHTS



Measuring for all heights of dogs was introduced in January 2007, prior to that date
only small and medium dogs had been required to be measured. This procedure was
introduced to create fairness in the sport, ensuring that every dog competed in the
correct height category; this followed the introduction of a minimum height for large
dogs. With the exception of dogs which were competing in the large height category
prior to January 2007, all dogs must be measured before their first competition. The
following guidelines summarise the responsibilities of all involved in the measuring
process and many of the points have been taken from the Kennel Club Regulations
contained in H(B)(1).

HEIGHT CATEGORIES

Large:
For dogs measuring over 43 cm (1ft 5ins) at the withers.

Medium:
For dogs measuring over 35 cm (1ft 1.75ins) and 43cms (1ft 5ins) or under at the
withers.

Small:
For dogs measuring 35cm (1ft 1.75ins) or under at the withers.

Measuring Procedure:
» All dogs MUST be measured before they can compete at a Kennel Club
licensed agility show.

» Dogs must be registered with the Kennel Club on either the Breed or Activity
Register before being measured.

* All small and medium dogs must be measured twice and must be at least 15
months old before their first measurement.

» If adog is obviously ‘large’ (clearly over 43cm), it may be measured prior to 15
months of age. Should the measurers believe the dog to be ‘obviously large’,
the second measure area of the Record Book must be struck out and signed by
both measurers, indicating a second measurement is not required.

» Large dogs that are not ‘obviously large’ on their first measure, and all small
and medium dogs, will be required to have a second measurement recorded
between 12 and 24 months after their initial measure. If the second
measurement places the dog in a different height category to the first, then a
third measurement must be carried out within two calendar months from the
date of the second measurement. This must be conducted by two measurers,
both of whom have not measured the dog previously. The dog’s official height
category will be confirmed by the third measurement.

» At a measuring session, the dog must be moved at least three times on the
ground between first and second readings if there is any doubt into which
height category the dog should be placed. It may be handled by the owner or by
a person appointed by the owner (handler). The measurer can correct the dog’s
position only with the owner’s/handler’s consent.



All dogs should compete in their initial height category until the third
measurement confirms their final height.

The signed agility record book for the dog must be available for inspection if
requested by the show management or judge on the date of the competition.

Where a dog changes height category it is permissible, at the discretion of the
show secretary, for entries to be altered to enable the dog to compete in the
correct height category.

Where a dog’s height is changed, any awards gained prior to the final
measurement will still be valid.

Owners/handlers may appeal in writing to the Kennel Club within 30 days of a
disputed measurement taking place; this must include reasons for the appeal,
which must be about how the dog was measured and must include the
appropriate fee of £35.

Handler/Owner Responsibilities:

The dog in question must be present and be physically measured (no matter
how well the measurers know the dog in question or how obvious the height
may appear).

The dog must be wearing a collar and be under the control of the handler.
Kennel Club Agility Record Book. If you do not already own one please check
that there will be some available to purchase on the day since you will not be

able to have your dog measured without one. Alternatively you can purchase
one via the Kennel Club website’s Online Shop.

The dog’s Kennel Club Registration number must be provided.
The dog’s name as shown on the registration document must be provided.

A micro-chip as a form of identification will take precedence over a tattoo or a
photograph to confirm the dog’s identity.

Dogs which are not micro-chipped must be identified by an ear tattoo or a clear
photograph which must be stuck into the record book.

The dog must be calm when it is measured. The dog must be willing to stand
squarely with all four legs on the ground/table, neither stretched nor crouched.
The dog’s head should be in a natural position. Titbits/toys may be used. A dog
can wear a muzzle when being measured, but should be of sound temperament
and be used to being handled.

If you request, you may place the measuring hoop over the dog.

A dog which shows aggression towards the measurers will not be measured (a
dog incapable of being measured will not be eligible for competition until an
official measurement has been carried out).

The fee is as stated by the measurer.

Club/Show Society Responsibilities:

When new people join your club/society, inform them of how to go about getting
their dog(s) measured should they wish to compete.



Consider organising a measuring session for your members’ dogs on one of
your training evenings. Contact your local measurers in advance asking them
for suitable dates when they could attend your club venue. Advertise the
sessions to your club membership and elsewhere if numbers are low prior to
the event. Notify the Kennel Club office of your measuring session, who will
help to publicise the session, to make others aware of it taking place.

The measurement of dogs must take place in a controlled environment, e.g. in
a quiet place such as a separate tent, and not in the presence of other dogs, or
handlers.

Measurement must be carried out on a level and even surface. The surface
used for measuring should be of a solid substance (e.g. concrete or wood, not
carpeted surfaces).

Clubs training small /medium dogs for competition are encouraged to prepare
dogs for the measuring well in advance of the actual measuring session taking
place. This is to ensure the dog(s) are comfortable standing still and square for
a short period of time.

When holding an agility show, it may be a good idea to invite measurers along
so that it gives agility competitors the opportunity to have their dog(s) measured
whilst they are already there. Invite the measurers in advance so that the show
schedule can be used to advertise the measuring session to those who live
locally in the area wanting to compete or to get involved in the discipline.

If your club agility show plans to hold a measuring session, bear in mind the
above points regarding the recommended environment and facilities for the
dogs.

Guidelines for Measuring Officials:
Measuring officials will be trained and should not undertake any official measuring
until training has been successfully completed.

It is the responsibility of the measurer to inform the Kennel Club of any
upcoming measuring sessions they are attending. This is to ensure that the
office can advertise them on the Kennel Club website prior to the event and
make it easier for those seeking measuring sessions.

It is the responsibility of the measuring officials to check that the measuring
device(s) being used are of Kennel Club approved type, are accurate and that
there is no evidence of tampering with the device.

The dog must be calm when it is measured. It must stand on a smooth non-slip
platform or sufficiently large table (grooming table recommended). The dog
must show the correct angulations at the front and rear when standing. The dog
should be standing with its head in a natural position (with its throat
approximately at the same level as the top of the withers). The height is taken
with the dog standing on a level surface; his front feet directly under him, with
his hind feet in the accepted show stack position for the breed.

The measuring device should be level and in contact with the ground (parallel)
on both sides at the time of measurement.

If requested, the dog’s owner may place the measuring hoop over the dog.



* Food may be used to assist the dog standing calmly.

» If in the opinion of the measuring officials the dog is not fit to be measured then
the measurer(s) may refuse to measure the dog, e.g. the dog is aggressive, or
is incapable of standing correctly, or is incapable of standing still long enough
for an accurate measure to be taken.

» At the time the dog is presented for measurement an Agility Record Book
completed by the owner / handler will be required. The Agility Record Book
should include identification details of the dog being measured together with a
notation of any distinguishing tattoos / microchip numbers.

* Once the measurement has taken place to the satisfaction of both officials, the
height category of the dog should be recorded in the record book and both
officials must sign and date the notation.

» If adog is identified by a photo, the measurers’ signatures should cover the
edge of the photo onto the page of the Record Book.

» After a measuring session, the records should be typed up onto the Excel
spreadsheet supplied and sent electronically to the office (ideally within 14 days
of the event), so that the data can be inputted to the measuring database. This
allows the office to resolve any disputes and provide duplicate information to
those that have lost their Agility Record Book.

» The dog’s micro chip reading can be taken before or after the actual measuring
element of the session.

Guidelines for Appeals/Objections:

» In the event of a dispute over the measuring procedure the Kennel Club will
evaluate whether there are grounds for appeal.

* Owners/handlers may appeal in writing to the Kennel Club within 30 days of the
disputed measure taking place. This must be accompanied by a written
statement from the owner/handler of the dog with a brief description as to the
grounds for the appeal and the appropriate fee of £35.

* Appeals may be heard from third parties, however, the Kennel Club will only
investigate such appeals where there are clear grounds to do so.

» Whilst the appeal is in progress the dog under appeal will be eligible to compete
only in the category attested to by the measuring officials.

* In the event that an appeal is upheld, the Kennel Club will authorise the re-
measurement of the dog.

* Once the re-measurement has taken place the decision will be final and no
further objection will be allowed.

If you have any other queries regarding measuring, please contact:
Joanna Nosalik

joanna.nosalik@thekennelclub.org.uk

Telephone number — 0844 4633 980 (Ext 331)




Kennel Club Agility Measurers

Midlands:
Miss D Dunkley, 56 Watersmeet Road, Coventry, Warks, CV2 3HT
Tel: 02476 454669 Email: ddunkley178@btinternet.com

Mrs J Gardner, 17 Middlesmoor, Wilnecote, Tamworth, Staffs, B77 4PL
Tel: 01827 895 436 E-mail: jackiegaqility@hotmail.com

Mrs K Howard, 90 Portreath Drive, Allestree, Derby, DE22 2SD
Tel: 01332 551486 E-mail: kateh90@aim.com

Ms M A Nester, 104 Northampton Lane North, Moulton, Northamptonshire, NN3 7QR
Tel: 01604 491014 E-mail: maryann@brillaslan.freeserve.co.uk

North East:
Mrs J Burton, 18 Paignton Close, Tollesby Hall, Middlesbrough, Cleveland,
TS8 9EG Tel: 01642 322354

Mrs C Drinkhall, 148 West Dyke Road, Redcar, Cleveland, TS10 1JN
Tel: 01642 476945 E-mail: c.drinkhall@sky.com

Ms B Tenten, Huddersfield, West Yorkshire, HD5 OHX
Tel: 01484 306963 E-mail: yettontop@ntlworld.com

North West:
Mrs P Baltes, 45 Well Orchard, Bamber Bridge, Preston, Lancashire, PR5 8HJ
Tel: 01772 494852 E-mail: pabg@blueyonder.co.uk

Mrs J Kenny, 54 Vincent Crescent, Brampton, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S40 3NP
Tel: 01246 566947 Email: jaxk9@tiscali.co.uk

Mrs M Sherwin, 46 Three Nooks, Clayton Brook, Preston, Lancashire, PR5 8EN
Tel:01772 627957 Email: mavis.sherwin@ithtr.nhs.uk

Scotland:
Mrs M Butchart, 84 Heather Bank, Lady Well, Livingston, West Lothian, Scotland, EH54 6EG
Tel: 01506 430166 E-mail: samteach@blueyonder.co.uk

Mrs M Lee, 217 Glendevon Park, Winchburgh, West Lothian, Scotland, EH52 6UQ
Tel: 01506 890680 Email: johnlee848@btinternet.com

Miss K Smith, Borders House, Cockburnspath, Scotland, TD13 5XB
Tel: 01795 599922 Email: karen.bordershouse@gmail.com

Northern Ireland:
Ms R Cooper, 4 Rusheyhill Road, Lisburn, Northern Ireland, BT28 3TD
Tel: 028 9264 8133 E-mail: measuring@adsystemsit.com

Mr P Crozier, 3 Carnhill Avenue, Carnmoney, Newtownabbey, BT36 6LE
Tel: 02890 836433 E-mail: peter.crozier@ntlworld.com

Mrs M McDowell, 10 Castledillon Road, Belfast, Northern Ireland, BT8 7BH
Tel: 028 9059 1596 E-mail: miriammcdowell@lycos.co.uk




Mrs M Morgan, 11 Braeside Drive, Downpatrick, Co. Down, Northern Ireland, BT30 6R2
Tel: 028 44613146 Email: mrgmry3@aol.com3

South East:
Mrs E Auty, Popple End, 5 Hatley Road, Wrestlingworth, Bedfordshire, SG19 2EH
Tel: 07976 367372 E-mail: beautydogs@talktalk.net

Mr D Isbister, 39 Perkins Close, Greenhithe, Kent, DA9 9QF
Tel: 01322 381947 Email: d.isbister@tiscali.co.uk

Mrs H Murphy, 11 The Dells, Biggleswade, Bedfordshire SG18 8LL
Tel: 01767 600175 Email: helen.murphy@ets.lindgren.com

Mrs A Rodgers, 113 Cranleigh Mead, Cranleigh, Surrey, GU6 7JX
Tel: 01483 274116 E-mail: mandy.arf@virgin.net

Mrs H Saunders, 128 Lee Street, Horley, Surrey, RH6 8ES
Tel: 0785 4257905 Email: helmad1@blueyonder.co.uk

Mrs S White, 67 Seaford Close, Ruislip, Middlesex, HA4 7HN
Tel: 01895 675169 E-mail: whirlwindagility@aol.com

East Anglia:
Mrs M Goodchild, 3 Bude Close, Kesgrave, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP5 1LN
Tel: 01473 624994 Email: mo.goodchild@btopenworld.com

Mrs L Kightley, 164 Colman Road, Norwich, Norfolk, NR4 7HD
Tel: 01603 505661 Email: 3woofs@talktalk.net

Mr M Spriggs, Comfort Cottage, Norwich, Norfolk NR10 4EA
Tel: 01603 869832 Email: maspriggs@tiscali.co.uk

Mr J Winney, Mobile Welding, Worminghamford Road, Fordham, Colchester, Essex,
CO6 3NS Tel: 01206 241750 E-mail: cassilreo@aol.com

South West:
Mrs K Austin (Barratt), 1 Mare Lane, Beenhams Heath, Shurlock Row, Reading, Berks,
RG10 0QH Tel: 01189 320619 E-mail: kateaustin@btinternet.com

Mr M Bacon, Orchard Farm, Kenn Road, Kenn, Clevedon, North Somerset, BS21 6TT
Tel: 01934 833525 Email: mike of diamonds@yahoo.co.uk

Ms C Brealey, Alanthia, Ashburton Road, Bovey Tracey, Devon, TQ13 9BZ
Tel: 01626 832837 E-mail: cynthbrealey@btinternet.com

Mrs G Folley, Old Mill House, Cookbury, Holsworthy, Devon, EX22 7YF
Tel: 01409 281379 Email: virginiafitz@btinternet.com

Mrs MD Hembrow, 21 Palmyra Road, Elson, Gosport, Hants, PO12 4EE
Tel: 02392 341124 Email: marie.hembrow@ntlworld.com

Miss L Olden, Birchwood House Cottage, Sherfield English, Nr Romsey, Hants, SO15 6FF
Tel: 01794 323037 E-mail: lesleyolden@aol.com




Mr G Partridge, Clan Furze, Conce Moor, Bugle, St Austell, Cornwall, PL26 8RT
Tel: 01208 831934 E-mail: graham@clanfurze.fsnet.co.uk

Ms J Sutton-Vane, 2 Spiers Piece, Steeple Ashton, Trowbridge, Wiltshire, BA14 6HG
Tel: 01380 870952 Email: pjaqgility@tesco.net

Wales:
Ms T Bennett, 4 Rickards Terrace, Graig, Pontypridd, Wales, CF37 1NG.
Tel: 01443 492673 E-mail: tbennett@glam.ac.uk

Ms M Douglas, 21 Maes Glas, Coed-y-Cwm, Pontypridd, Mid-Glamorgan, Wales, CF37 3EJ
Tel: 01443 791228 E-mail: starsofmars@mac.com

Mrs A Murray, Brohedydd, Llangynog, Carmarthen, Dyfed, Wales, SA33 5BY
Tel: 01267 211846 E-mail: annandjohnm@aol.com

Mr P Roberts, Tai Lawr, Tyn Towyn, Bryngwran, Holyhead, Anglesey, LL65 3SW
Tel: 01407 810610 E-mail: peterpods@aol.com

Miss H Warren, 139 Tudor Gardens, Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire SA61 1LQ
Tel: 07733 203477 Email: warren751@btinternet.com

Isle of Man:
Mrs T McKinlay, Smeale Old Chapel, Kirk Andrea, Isle of Man, IM7 3EB
Tel: 01624 882021 Email: smealeoldchapel@manx.net

Mr D Stewart, 57 Slieau Curn Park, Kirk Michael, Isle of Man, IM6 1EL
Tel: 07624 494718

Miss L Ward, 12 Hackett Close, Onchan, Isle of Man, IM3 4LN
Tel: 07624 483378 E-mail: liz123@manx.net

Young Kennel Club:
Mrs P Dufty, Triken Watergate, Quadring-Eaudyke, Spalding, Lincs, PE11 4PZ
Tel: 01775 840295 E-mail: triken@btinternet.com

Mr R Morland, Triken Watergate, Quadring-Eaudyke, Spalding, Lincs, PE11 4PZ
Tel: 01775 840295 E-mail: triken@btinternet.com

Channel Islands:
Mr R Bailey, Spellbrook Cottage, Les Gelletes, St. Lawrence, Jersey, JE3 1EN
Tel: 01534 863802 E-mail: baileyfamily@jerseymail.co.uk

Mrs V Johnson, Westfield House, La Route Orange, St Brelade, Jersey, JE3 8GP
Tel: 01534 742541

Mrs S Rees, San Juan, Mont Sohier, St Saviour, Jersey, JE2 7THA
Email: sallyrees@jerseymail.co.uk




